
 
Opening Prayer 

 

Loving and faithful God, you teach us how to 

live happily despite the sorrows of everyday 

life. Please help us to follow the direction you 

give us through your Word, so we may remain 

attached to you forever.  Amen. 

 

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

 

Jesus said to his disciples:  “I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vine grower.  He takes 

away every branch in me that does not bear 

fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that 

it bears fruit.  You are already pruned because 

of the word that I spoke to you.  Remain in me, 

as I remain in you.  Just as a branch cannot bear 

fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so 

neither can you unless you remain in me.  I am 

the vine, you are the branches.  Whoever 

remains in me and I in him will bear much 

fruit, because without me you can do nothing.  

Anyone who does not remain in me will be 

thrown out like a branch and wither; people 

will gather them and throw them into a fire and 

they will be burned.  If you remain in me and 

my words remain in you, ask for whatever you 

want and it will be] done for you.  By this is my 

Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. Do you feel God remains in you and you in 

him? Why or why not? 

2. Who or what draws you near to God? Who 

or what pushes you away from God? Why? 

3. What is the good fruit you are bearing for 

God? Has it changed you in any way? 
 

Petitions 

 

That we may accept that the Word of God 

alters our lives for His greater Glory; we pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we may stay attached to God at all costs; 

we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

That we may look for God and find Him in 

everything that we do; we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Patient God, we give you thanks for taking time 

to walk with us and teach us how to be close to 

you. Please, help us to stay with you no matter 

what happens in our lives. Show us how to be 

patient with one another as we journey together 

to your kingdom. We ask this through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Beloved Son who pruned us 

to bear good fruit for your glory.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

May 2, 2021 – 5th Sunday of Easter 



 

Opening Prayer 

 

Loving Father, you sent your Son to us, so we 

can experience fulfillment of your 

unconditional love. May we be witnesses to 

that love every day and everywhere until the 

whole world gets to know you in Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples; “As the Father loves 

me, so I also love you.  Remain in my love.  If 

you keep my commandments, you will remain 

in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and remain in his love. 

 

I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and your joy might be complete.  This is 

my commandment; love one another as I love 

you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my 

friends if you do what I command you.  I no 

longer call you slaves, because a slave e does 

not know what his master is doing.  I have 

called your friends, because I have old you 

everything I have heard from my Father.  It was 

not you who chose me, but I who chose you 

and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will 

remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name he may give you.  This I command 

you:  love one another. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. Jesus commands us to love one another. 

Have you ever felt you could not love or 

accept someone no matter how hard you 

tried? What was the outcome? 

2. What is your relationship with Jesus like? 

Friendship? Master and slave? Something 

else? 

3. How do you respond to being chosen by 

Jesus to” bear fruit that will remain”?  

 

 

 

 

 
Petitions 

 

Dear Jesus, help us to trust in your Mighty 

Name, so our needs may be fulfilled by the 

Father; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer 
 

Lord, show us how to honor and keep our 

friendship with you; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer 

 

Lord, give us the complete joy that the world 

cannot give; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Loving Father, you give the great example of 

friendship when Jesus gives us the new 

commandment, which is love itself. We offer 

you our friendship with each other. Help us to 

conduct our friendship as Jesus taught us. 

Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May 9, 2021 – 6th Sunday of Easter 



 

Opening Prayer 

 

Amazing God, you want all your creatures to 

know you, yet you don’t force anyone to accept 

you. May the world choose the freedom of 

serving you and reject all else.  Amen. 

 

Gospel: Mark 16:15-20 

 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Go into the whole 

world and proclaim the gospel to every 

creature.  Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved; whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.  These signs will accompany those 

who believe:  in my name they will drive out 

demons, they will speak new languages.  They 

will pick up serpents with their hands, and if 

they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm 

them.  They will lay hands on the sick, and they 

will recover.” 

 

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, 

was taken up into heaven and took his seat at 

the right hand of God.  But they went forth and        

preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 

with them and confirmed the word through 

accompanying signs. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. As one baptized, how do you evangelize 

the world in your everyday life? 

2. Do you feel equipped to talk to others 

about the Gospel? Why or why not?  

3. Has God ever used you to accomplish a 

miracle? What was the outcome? 

 

Petitions 

 

Lord, help us to work for your glory so we may 

meet you in your Kingdom; we pray to the 

Lord.  Lord hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, make us believers who show the signs of 

your Mighty Presence; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, speak to us through your Word and give 

us strength to live out the gospel in our lives; 

we pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Lord, we want to trust you in every situation, 

but our faith is sometimes shaken. Give us the 

security of knowing that no harm will be done 

to us as long we are with you. May the Gospel 

message we are proclaiming strengthen us for 

the glory of your kingdom. Amen. 

 

 

 

  

May 16, 2021 – The Ascension of the Lord 



 

Opening Prayer 

 
Peaceful God, we're enclosed in the darkness of 

our fears, ignorance and sins. Please Lord God, 

come and bring your courage, knowledge and 

grace, so we can be free to do your Holy Will. 

Amen. 

 

Gospel:   

On the evening of that first day of the week, 

when the doors were locked, where the 

disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood in their midst and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 

When he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side.  The disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said the them 

again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you.”  And when he said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy spirit.  Whose sins you 

forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 

retain are retained.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to  you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. What is your greatest fear as a Christian? 

What do you do to face it? 

2. What is your experience with the sacrament 

of Reconciliation? Does it bring you peace? 

3. In what circumstances do you ask for the 

aid of the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

Petitions 
 

Lord, send us your Holy Spirit in the midst of 

our troubles and sorrows to renew our lives; we 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, please forgive our sins and help us to 

forgive others for the love of you; we pray to 

the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, keep us close to you in the sacrament of 

Reconciliation, that we can stay clean for you; 

we pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver from evil.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 
God our only hope, help us to become 

instruments of your peace in our family, 

community and society. Direct us in the way of 

truth and justice, so we can be free. Give us the 

desire to approach and reconcile with you and 

to stay close to you. Make us hungry and 

thirsty for your presence.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  

May 23, 2021 --Pentecost 



 
Opening Prayer 

 

Dear Lord, you gave the disciples big 

responsibilities, in spite of their doubts. Please 

make our faith stronger so we can focus on you 

only for the coming of your Kingdom. You 

know our weaknesses and only you can fortify 

us. Thank you for your constant patience and 

mercy. Amen. 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 28:16-20  
 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had ordered them.  

When they all saw him, they worshiped, but 

they doubted.  Then Jesus approached and said 

to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me.  God, therefore, and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you.  And behold, I am with 

you always, until the end of the age. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. What is heaven to you? 

2. What is the best way to learn or to teach 

one another to observe all that Jesus 

commands? 

3. Has there ever been a time when you felt 

that Jesus was not with you? What was that 

like? 

 

Petitions 

 

That we may always believe in the Promises of 

God; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord hear our prayer. 
 

That we may understand that God can use us 

for his work even though we are not perfect; we 

pray to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer. 

 

That we may answer God’s call at any time, 

while we are walking toward holiness; we pray 

to the Lord. Lord hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver from evil.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

God who knows, understands, and loves us; we 

pray that we may always be bold and obedient 

to do your work, knowing that you are always 

with us. May our faith always be stronger than 

our fear. May our trust in you sustain us against 

all critics. May our love for you burn all 

bridges that keep us from being close to you. 

Amen. 

 

  

May 30, 2021 — Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 



 
Opening Prayer 

 

God of Love, who gave yourself up as an 

Easter Lamb for the salvation of humanity, 

redeeming us from our sins with your body and 

blood, help us to love you as you love us and to 

recognize your presence in the Eucharist. 

Amen. 

 

Gospel:  Mark 14:12-16, 22-26  

 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, when they sacrifice the Passover lamb, 

Jesus’ disciples said to him, “Where do you 

want us to go and prepare for you to eat the 

Passover?”  He sent two of his disciples and 

said to them, “Go into the city and a man will 

meet you, carrying a jar of water.  Follow him.  

Wherever he enters, say to the master of the 

house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my guest 

room where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?”’  Then he will show you a large 

upper room furnished and ready.  Make the 

preparations for us there.”  The disciples then 

went off, entered the city, and found it just as 

he had told them; and they prepared the 

Passover.  While they were eating, he took 

bread, said the blessing, broke it, gave it to 

then, and said, “Take it; this is my body.”  Then 

he took a cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, 

and they all drank from it.  He said to them, 

“This is my blood of the covenant, which will 

be shed for man.  Amen, I say to you, I shall 

not drink again the fruit of the vine until the 

day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 

God.”  Then, after singing a hymn, they went 

out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Reflection Questions:   

 

1. How do you recognize God's love for you 
every time you celebrate the Eucharist? 

2. How do you prepare your heart to receive 
the Lord? 

3. How do you feel when you attend Mass? 
When you do not attend mass? 

 

 

 

 

Petitions 
May those who do not yet know Jesus, the 
Beloved Son of the Living God, let his love and 
mercy penetrate into their hearts and be willing 
to receive him, we pray to the Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those who do not have enough food to 
nourish their bodies, may the Lord provide 
them with what is necessary, we pray to the 
Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For Christians who suffer persecution for 
proclaiming the Word of God, we pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver from evil.  Amen. 
 

Closing Prayer 

 

Thank you Jesus for making yourself present in 

the Eucharist. Like the Bread and Wine, may 

we be consecrated to the Father, so that we may 

participate in the work of salvation.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

June 6, 2021 — The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 



 

Opening Prayer 
 

Lord, give us a heart like yours, and sow the 

seed of your love so that we may bear fruit in 

abundance.   Amen. 

 
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34  
 
Jesus said, “This is how it is with the kingdom 

of God; it is as if a man were to scatter seed on 

the land and would sleep and rise night and day 

and the seed would sprout and grow, he knows 

not how. Of its own accord the land yields fruit, 

first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain 

in the ear. And when the grain is ripe, he wields 

the sickle at once, for the harvest has come.” 

 

He said, “To what shall we compare the 

kingdom of God, or what parable can we use 

for it? It is like a mustard seed that, when it is 

sown in the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on the earth. But once it is sown, it 

springs up and becomes the largest of plants 

and puts forth large branches, so that the birds 

of the sky can dwell in its shade.” With many 

such parables he spoke the word to them as 

they were able to understand it. Without 

parables he did not speak to them, but to his 

own disciples he explained everything in 

private. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 
Reflection Questions 
 

1. How do you imagine the Kingdom of God? 

How are you collaborating with others to 

create it? 

2. How does God see you? Do you think you 

can be small like a mustard seed, but also a 

giant in the eyes of God? 

3. Is the Kingdom of God something you 

must earn? Why or why not? 

 
Petitions 
 

For young people with addictions, that they 

find refuge in the Word of God, in the Church, 

and in their community, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the laity, that God may give us the gift of 

Wisdom, and that we may evangelize 

throughout the world, we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For families, that they may be a refuge of love 

and forgiveness, and be the fertile field where 

the seed of God's Word may fruit, we pray to 

the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver from evil.  Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Lord, sow your Word in our hearts, that it may 

germinate, grow, and produce abundant fruit 

for the construction of your Kingdom, we ask 

you in the name of your beloved son Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

 

  

June 13, 2021 - Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 



 

Opening Prayer 
 

Lord, we recognize you as our Savior and 
Redeemer. Increase our faith. Come to our aid!  
Amen. 

 
Gospel: Mark 4:35-41  
 
On that day, as evening drew on, Jesus said to 

his disciples: “Let us cross to the other side.” 

Leaving the crowd, they took Jesus with them 

in the boat just as he was. And other boats were 

with him. A violent squall came up and waves 

were breaking over the boat, so that it was 

already filling up. Jesus was in the stern, asleep 

on a cushion. They woke him up and said to 

him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 

perishing?” He woke up, rebuked the wind, and 

said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” The wind 

ceased and there was great calm. Then he asked 

them, “Why are you terrified? Do you not yet 

have faith?” They were filled with great awe 

and said to one another, “Who then is this 

whom even wind and sea obey?” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Reflection Questions 
 

1. Can you remember a time when you took 

refuge in God? What was it like?  

2. How is your “boat” feeling today? Calm? 

Stormy? Something else? 

3. God gives us the authority to face the 

enemy. How do you use that authority to 

face the storms in your life? 

 
Petitions 
 

For each of us, that God may increase our faith 
and be at the helm of our ship, we pray to the 
Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those who suffer persecution, that they may 
be under the shadow and protection of our 
Almighty God, we pray to the Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For the physically and spiritually sick, that God 
may heal and liberate them, glorifying God’s 
name forever, we pray to the Lord.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Lord, be at the helm of our boat, so that 
torments do not frighten us and we can come to 
safe places with much peace and love, always 
trusting in you. Amen 
 
  

June 20, 2021 – Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

Opening Prayer 
Lord, we place our trust in you, and we believe 
in you and your healing and renewing power.  
Thank you for your great love for each of your 
children. Your goodness has no limits. Amen. 
 

Gospel: Mark 5:21-43 
 
When Jesus had crossed again (in the boat) to 
the other side, a large crowd gathered around 
him, and he stayed close to the sea. One of the 
synagogue officials, named Jairus, came 
forward. Seeing him he fell at his feet and 
pleaded earnestly with him, saying, "My 
daughter is at the point of death. Please, come 
lay your hands on her that she may get well and 
live." 
He went off with him, and a large crowd 
followed him and pressed upon him. There was 
a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve 
years. She had suffered greatly at the hands of 
many doctors and had spent all that she had. 
Yet she was not helped but only grew worse. 
She had heard about Jesus and came up behind 
him in the crowd and touched his cloak. She 
said, "If I but touch his clothes, I shall be 
cured." Immediately her flow of blood dried up. 
She felt in her body that she was healed of her 
affliction. Jesus, aware at once that power had 
gone out from him, turned around in the crowd 
and asked, "Who has touched my clothes?" But 
his disciples said to him, "You see how the 
crowd is pressing upon you, and yet you ask, 
'Who touched me?'" And he looked around to 
see who had done it. The woman, realizing 
what had happened to her, approached in fear 
and trembling. She fell down befor  e Jesus and 
told him the whole truth. He said to her, 
"Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in 
peace and be cured of your affliction." 
While he was still speaking, 
people from the synagogue 
official's house arrived and said, 
"Your daughter has died; why 
trouble the teacher any longer?" 
Disregarding the message that 
was reported, Jesus said to the 
synagogue official, "Do not be 
afraid; just have faith." He did not 
allow anyone to accompany him 
inside except Peter, James, and 
John, the brother of James. When 
they arrived at the house of the 
synagogue official, he caught 
sight of a commotion, people weeping and 
wailing loudly. So he went in and said to them, 
"Why this commotion and weeping? The child 
is not dead but asleep." And they ridiculed him. 
Then he put them all out. He took along the  

 
child's father and mother and those who were 
with him and entered the room where the child 
was. He took the child by the hand and said to 
her, "Talitha koum," which means, "Little girl, 
I say to you, arise!" The girl, a child of twelve, 
arose immediately and walked around. At that 
they were utterly astounded. He gave strict 
orders that no one should know this and said 
that she should be given something to eat. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reflection Questions 
1. When your health has been at risk, have 

you put your trust in the Lord? Why or why 

not? 

2. When have you felt most loved by God? 

When have you not?   

3. Was there ever a time in your life when 

your fear was transformed to faith? What 

was that like?  

 

Petitions 
For the sick, that they may trust in the infinite 
goodness of our merciful God, for whom 
nothing is impossible, we pray to the Lord. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For families, that they may be a domestic 
Church where the gospel is lived and instructed 
with  love, we pray to the Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
For those who do not know you, Lord, help 
them to see your works manifested in their 
lives, we pray to the Lord.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Jesus, Source of Eternal Life, may your 

healing and liberating power protect us and 

accompany us always, so that we may glorify 

you at all times and make known your wonders.  

Amen.   

June 27, 2021 – Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 
Opening Prayer 

 

Lord, thank you for loving us even when our 

faith and trust in you falters. Open our minds to 

your Word and let it resonate within us and in 

our lives.  Amen. 

 

 

Gospel: Mark 6:1-6a  
 
Jesus departed from there and came to his 

native place, accompanied by his disciples. 

When the sabbath came he began to teach in 

the synagogue, and many who heard him were 

astonished. They said, "Where did this man get 

all this? What kind of wisdom has been given 

him? What mighty deeds are wrought by his 

hands! Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary, 

and the brother of James and Joses and Judas 

and Simon? And are not his sisters here with 

us?” And they took offense at him. 

 

Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without 

honor except in his native place and among his 

own kin and in his own house." So he was not 

able to perform any mighty deed there, apart 

from curing a few sick people by laying his 

hands on them. He was amazed at their lack of 

faith. He went around to the villages in the 

vicinity teaching. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. Have you ever experienced condemnation 

from the people who know you best? What 

was that like? 

2. Describe a time when you missed an 

opportunity because of your lack of faith or 

inability to trust God. 

3. Who is a prophet to you today and why do 

you feel he/she is prophetic? 

 

 

Petitions 

 

That you may draw nearer to us when our faith 

is lacking; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That we may recognize the prophets you place 

in our lives; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we work toward a more just and merciful 

world as we remember our baptismal call to be 

“priests, prophets and kings”; we pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Jesus, you know what it is like to be 

misunderstood and unaccepted. Give us 

courage to recognize and speak your Truth, 

even when it is difficult.  Amen. 

 

  

July 4, 2021 – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 
Opening Prayer 

 

Jesus, thank you showing us what we really 

need, and what is important in life. Give us the 

courage to live the gospel in word and deed.  

Amen. 

 

Gospel: Mark 6:7-13  
 
Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send 

them out two by two and gave them authority 

over unclean spirits. He instructed them to take 

nothing for the journey but a walking stick--no 

food, no sack, no money in their belts. They 

were, however, to wear sandals but not a 

second tunic. He said to them, "Wherever you 

enter a house, stay there until you leave from 

there. Whatever place does not welcome you or 

listen to you, leave there and shake the dust off 

your feet in testimony against them." So they 

went off and preached repentance. They drove 

out many demons, and they anointed with oil 

many who were sick and cured them. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. Why do you think Jesus sent the disciples 

out in pairs? 

2. In this current age in which we have so 

many possessions, how does Jesus’ 

command to the disciples to take nothing 

but a walking stick, tunic and sandals seem 

to you? How might a similar journey look 

today? 

3. Have you ever felt unwelcome in a place or 

with a group of people because of 

something you said? What was it like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Petitions 

 

For all those who must journey alone; we pray 

to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we may trust in the Lord and not our 

possessions; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That we may witness to the Truth of the gospel 

with our lives; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Jesus, you know what we need to live a life 

centered on you. Help us to trust in you and 

never be afraid to speak your Truth. Thank you 

for teaching us how to live.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  

July 11, 2006 – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

Opening Prayer 

 

Show us your love, O Lord, and mercifully 

increase the gifts of your grace in us, so that 

made fervent in hope, faith and charity, we may 

be ever watchful in keeping your commands. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Gospel:  Mark 6: 30-34 
 

The apostles gathered together with Jesus 

and reported all they had done and taught.  

He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to 

a deserted place and rest a while.”  

People were coming and going in great 

numbers, and they had no opportunity even to 

eat. So they went off in the boat by themselves 

to a deserted place.  

People saw them leaving and many came to 

know about it. They hastened there on foot 

from all the towns and arrived at the place 

before them. 

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, 

his heart was moved with pity for them, for 

they were like sheep without a shepherd; and 

he began to teach them many things. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Reflection Questions 
 

1. In today’s Gospel Jesus invites his disciples 

to “Come away by yourselves to a deserted 

place and rest a while.” Do you take time to 

be alone with Jesus? Are you taking time to 

rest with Jesus? 

2. Are there times when you turn to material 

things to feed your soul rather than seeking 

the nourishment of the “true bread from 

heaven”? 

3. Seeing the crowd, Jesus has pity on them 

because they are hungry and without a 

shepherd. Are you working only to satisfy 

your physical needs or are you working to 

receive the “food that endures for eternal 

life”? 

 

 

 

Petitions 
 

Father you give us all that we need, please 

Father, give us our daily bread and may we be 

content with the gifts that you give; we pray to 

the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, please teach us how to love, how to love 

our neighbors, how to love ourselves, and how 

to love you. May we learn to love as you love 

Lord; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Come Holy Spirit that our world might rest 

with the Lord; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy 

name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver from 

evil. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Graciously be present to your people, we pray, 

O Lord. May we find rest with you and be led 

to newness of life in your presence. Being 

made new in your presence, may we glorify 

your name over the whole world. Through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

July 18, 2021 – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 
Opening Prayer 

 

O God, protector of those who hope in you, 

without whom nothing has firm foundation and 

nothing would be holy, bestow in abundance 

your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as 

our ruler and guide, we may use the good 

things that pass away to hold fast to You who 

live forever. We ask this through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Gospel:  John 6: 1-15 
 

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large 

crowd followed him, because they saw the 

signs he was performing on the sick. Jesus went 

up on the mountain, and there he sat down with 

his disciples. The Jewish feast of Passover was 

near. When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a 

large crowd was coming to him, he said to 

Philip, “Where can we buy enough food for 

them to eat?” He said this to test him, because 

he himself knew what he was going to do. 

Philip answered him, “Two hundred days’ 

wages worth of food would not be enough for 

each of them to have a little.”  

One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of 

Simon Peter, said to him, “There is a boy here 

who has five barley loaves and two fish; but 

what good are these for so many?” Jesus said, 

“Have the people recline.” Now there was a 

great deal of grass in that place. So the men 

reclined, about five thousand in number. Then 

Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and 

distributed them to those who were reclining, 

and also as much of the fish as they wanted. 

When they had had their fill, he said to his 

disciples, “Gather the fragments left over, so 

that nothing will be wasted.” So they collected 

them, and filled twelve wicker baskets with 

fragments from the five barley loaves that had 

been more than they could eat. When the 

people saw the sign he had done, they said, 

“This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to 

come into the world.” Since Jesus knew that 

they were going to come and carry him off to 

make him king, he withdrew again to the 

mountain alone. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 
1. Who has fed you throughout your life? 

Your body needs food and your spirit needs 

food too. How do you provide for your 

spirit’s hunger? 

2. The crowd had motives for following Jesus 

- physical healing for themselves or their 

loved ones, the political liberation they 

thought he had come to bring. What are 

your motives? What is he offering you? 

3. Have you ever been surprised by the 

abundance of good that has come from 

your poverty? 

 

Petitions 
God expects us to come to the aid of one 

another, and to share what little we have. Let us 

pray for the courage we need, to risk giving 

even the little that we have; we pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus is present in the everyday encounters of 

our life, especially in the poor, the 

marginalized, and those in need of our help. 

May we open our hearts and reach out in 

compassion to love them so that we may 

encounter Jesus meeting us and loving us; we 

pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Give us a willingness to go beyond ourselves, 

to share the little resources we have towards 

building a community where people love and 

care for one another; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver from evil. Amen. 

 

Closing Prayer 
O Lord may the perpetual memorial of the 

Passion of your Son be ever in our hearts. 

Grant, we pray, that your gift of love be with us 

always, and may we share this great gift of 

love, which is beyond all telling, with the 

whole world. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

July 25, 2021 – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 


