
 

 
Opening Prayer 

 
Merciful Lord, we pray for a fresh Lenten 

beginning, so that we may recommit ourselves 

to the promises of our baptism and be more 

faith giving to you and to God's people. Bless 

us with your grace, and fill our hearts with a 

desire to imitate your love, compassion and 

healing touch, as Jesus did. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39  
 
On leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the 

house of Simon and Andrew with James and 

John. Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with a 

fever. They immediately told him about her. He 

approached, grasped her hand, and helped her 

up. Then the fever left her and she waited on 

them.  

When it was evening, after sunset, they brought 

to him all who were ill or possessed by 

demons. The whole town was gathered at the 

door. He cured many who were sick with 

various diseases, and he drove out many 

demons, not permitting them to speak because 

they knew him.  

Rising very early before dawn, he left and went 

off to a deserted place, where he prayed. Simon 

and those who were with him pursued him and 

on finding him said, “Everyone is looking for 

you.” He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby 

villages that I may preach there also. For this 

purpose have I come.” So he went into their 

synagogues, preaching and driving out demons 

throughout the whole of Galilee. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 
1. Can you think of a moment in your life 

where you have bestowed compassion or a 

healing touch to others? 

2. Even Jesus took time to pray as well as 

preach. Besides praying, are you 

comfortable sharing your faith with others 

outside of your Catholic community? 

3. What prevents you from sharing the Gospel 

with people of different faiths? 

 

 

Petitions 

 

Lord, no one escapes your authority, That 

we continue to witness Jesus' miraculous works 

of healing throughout our world today; we pray 

to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer 

 

As the sign of the cross drawn in ashes on our 

foreheads disappears, let it be imbedded in our 

hearts and guide our steps, giving us courage 

on our journey; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer 
 

May our heavenly Father walk with us on our 

journey to the many tables of life, and deliver 

us from the demons and the grips of the Devil; 

we pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 

 
Loving Jesus, and miracle worker, you not only 

healed the sick or dying, you transformed the 

lives of those who found faith through your 

preaching and teaching. Help us to understand 

what you are 

calling us to 

do, and 

give us the 

strength to 

follow 

through with 

your works.  

In Jesus’ 

name, we 

pray.  Amen  

 

 

  

February 7, 2021 – Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 
Opening Prayer 

 
Loving God, we know that you love us 

always, in good times and the bad times. 

You accept us even when we have strayed 

away. We pray for enlightenment and 

strength to refrain from those obstacles 

that cross our paths. We thank you for the 

ongoing visible reminders of your 

precious love.  Amen 

 
Gospel: Mark 1:40-45  
 
A leper came to him and kneeling down begged 

him and said, “If you wish, you can make me 

clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his 

hand, touched him, and said to him, “I do will 

it. Be made clean.” The leprosy left him 

immediately, and he was made clean. Then, 

warning him sternly, he dismissed him at once.  

He said to him, “See that you tell no one 

anything, but go, show yourself to the priest 

and offer for your cleansing what Moses 

prescribed; that will be proof for them.”  

The man went away and began to publicize the 

whole matter. He spread the report abroad so 

that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town 

openly. He remained outside in deserted places, 

and people kept coming to him from 

everywhere. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 
1. Jesus healed the leper and made him clean 

but warned him not to tell anyone. Despite 

Jesus' warning, he publicized it 

everywhere. When have you experienced 

something so spectacular or magnificent 

that you could not refrain from telling 

someone?  

2. Have there been times in your life that you 

rejected someone or you felt rejected, and 

have there been times in your life that your 

private information has been revealed to 

others? How did these incidents make you 

feel?  

3. Have you ever witnessed or personally 

experienced God's healing touch in 

unexpected places or moments? 

 

Petitions 

 
For us to be accepting and non-

judgmental to everyone in our 

society, no matter their race, 

color, religious beliefs or 

ethnic background. This 

includes the elderly, the 

physically, mentally and 

emotionally handicapped, and 

the marginalized and all who 

are needy; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, guide us as we open our 

minds and hearts to you and to one another.  

May you guide us in discerning ways for us to 

have safe protests for good causes, which do 

not inflict harm or place people in danger of 

being harmed; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

For all who have been faithful in spreading the 

good news of the Gospel to others as the leper 

did after Jesus healed him; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 

 
Compassionate and merciful God, embrace us 

with your abiding love. Let our conversations 

reflect your presence and your wisdom to help 

communities eliminate ongoing violence, 

harmful ways, and despair. We hope and pray 

that we may become instruments of 

reconciliation and healing, and we beg you for 

the graces that will help us be real witnesses to 

the world.  We ask this in your holy name.  

Amen. 

  

February 14, 2021 – Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 



 

 
The Echo of Ashes 
 
“Remember you are dust  
and to dust you shall return.” 
 
the large brown bowl 
rests on a purple cloth 
its roundness holding ashes 
freshly burned 
black and ready for wearing. 
 
blackened thumbs 
press the ancient sign 
upon the waiting foreheads. 
 
I hear the message repeated 
until it haunts and hunts me 
down: 
remember, remember, remember 
you are dust, dust, only dust 
someday only dust will remain. 
 
the echo of the Lent stained ashes 
speaks the truth of my humanity: 
the humbleness of my beginning, 
the simplicity of my departure. 
 
A few wise words 
echoing through Ash Wednesday 
urge me to deeper things: 
renewed dedication, 
constant compassion 
and mindful awareness. 
 
I leave marveling 
at how simple and sublime 
is this envelope of the soul, 
which one day returns 
to dust, dust, only dust. 
 

 
Joyce Rupp, Out of the Ordinary: Prayers, 

Poems and Reflections for Every Season, Notre 

Dame: Ave Maria Press, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
Opening Prayer 

 

Heavenly Father, our 40-day Lenten 

journey has begun. We ask for your help in 

disciplining ourselves to resist ongoing 

temptations. We humbly pray this Lenten 

path will create in us a clean heart, and 

inspire a burning desire within us to walk 

more closely with you. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gospel: Mark 1:12-15  
 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, 

and he remained in the desert for forty 

days, tempted by Satan. He was among 

wild beasts, and the angels ministered to 

him.  

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to 

Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The 

kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 

believe in the gospel.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. Of the ongoing temptations in your life, 

have you found a clever trick or 

behaviors to enable you to resist them? 

2. Have you encountered a temptation that 

you were not able to resist, and it 

negatively affected someone else? If so, 

how did you repent? Did you resolve 

the issue with that individual? 

3. If today were 

going to be the 

last day of your 

life, how would 

you spend it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Petitions 

 

For the conversion of our hearts and minds 

during this Lenten season, so that we strive 

to be in Communion with our Lord; we 

pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

While Jesus had angels that ministered to 

him in the desert, let us be reminded that 

Jesus is always there for us throughout all 

our struggles and temptations, and that he 

has given us every gift to help us grow in 

his love; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

For the sick, the poor, the persecuted, the 

unemployed, and for those suffering from 

unhealthy addictions and depression; we 

pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

God of Life, your son Jesus was vulnerable, 

open and hungering for nourishment as he 

confronted prolonged hunger, thirst and 

temptation in the desert. Perhaps it was his 

time to reconnect with you, his Father. 

The same experience and opportunity will 

be ours as well during Lent. We thank you 

for the abundance of spiritual food and 

drink, oh most Holy One, that only you 

can provide. Amen. 

 

 

  

February 21, 2021 – First Sunday of Lent 



 
Opening Prayer 

 
Jesus, may we open our eyes and mind so that 

we may see and understand the mysterious 

transfiguration that happened on that high 

mountain. Might we always listen for your 

voice and know that you are present to each of 

us every day of our lives. In your precious 

name, Amen. 

 
Gospel: Mark 9:2-10  
 
Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them 

up a high mountain apart by themselves. And 

he was transfigured before them, and his 

clothes became dazzling white, such as no 

fuller on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah 

appeared to them alo  ng with Moses, and they 

were 

conversing with 

Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, 

it is good that we are here! Let us make three 

tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” He hardly knew what to say, they were 

so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a 

shadow over them; then from the cloud came a 

voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” 

Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw 

anyone but Jesus alone with them. 

As they were coming down from the mountain, 

he charged them not to relate what they had 

seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man 

had risen from the dead. So they kept the 

matter to themselves, questioning what rising 

from the dead meant. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 
1. Why do you think Jesus chose to take only 

Peter, James and John up the mountain to 

witness his transfiguration and not more or 

all of the apostles?  

2. How would you react if you had witnessed 

such an experience?  

3. It is easy to see God's presence when you 

are at the peak of the mountains and all is 

good, but how do you handle sinking into 

those valley moments of difficulty? Do you 

question God's presence?  

 

Petitions 
God of all people, you have called us to serve 

you. Grant us your humble spirit of 

understanding and service; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

May we live our lives in a way that gives you 

glory and praise; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, let us be your instruments to provide 

assistance to others in their time of need, 

allowing us to be bearers of your healing touch 

and give them hope; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
Jesus, the vision of your transformation is a 

brief disclosure of your Divine glory, and a 

foretaste of Christ's glorious coming. As we go 

through our own Way of the Cross, remind us 

that we must have faith, and when the valleys 

and mountains will not move, we must hold 

tightly onto you. May we allow you to pick the 

right path for us to follow.  Amen 

 

  

February 28, 2021 – Second Sunday of Lent 



 
Opening Prayer 

 
Lord, you are the source of all goodness, and all 

mercy comes from you. Here we are before you 

with all our weaknesses. Look upon us Lord and 

have pity on us. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen  

 
Gospel: John 2:13-25  
 
Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem. He found in the temple 

area those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as 

well as the money-changers seated there. He 

made a whip out of cords and drove them all 

out of the temple area, with the sheep and oxen, 

and spilled the coins of the money-changers 

and overturned their tables, and to those who 

sold doves he said, “Take these out of here, and 

stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” 

His disciples recalled the words of scripture, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me.” At this 

the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign 

can you show us for doing this?” Jesus 

answered and said to them, “Destroy this 

temple and in three days I will raise it up.” The 

Jews said, “This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and you will 

raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking 

about the temple of his body. Therefore, when 

he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this, and they 

came to believe the scripture and the word 

Jesus had spoken.  

While he was in 

Jerusalem for the feast 

of Passover, many 

began to believe in his 

name when they saw 

the signs he was 

doing. But Jesus 

would not trust 

himself to them 

because he knew them 

all, and did not need 

anyone to testify 

about human nature. 

He himself 

understood it well. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Reflection Questions 
1. The Temple is not the building; Jesus 

implies that he is talking about Himself in 

his human body. What does it mean for our 

body to be a Temple of God? 

 

 

2. What needs to be purified in the way we 

think and act? 

3. Why was Jesus angry with the Temple 

merchants? In their place, what would have 

been your reaction? 

 

Petitions 
Lord, you know us better than we know 

ourselves. Teach us to be in your presence with 

sincerity. Teach us to avoid hypocrisy in our 

relationships with others; we pray to the Lord. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, for all our political and religious leaders, 

may they know how to forget their personal 

interests for the benefit of the community for 

which they are responsible; we pray to the 

Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, teach us to always bear witness to You, 

even when it goes against our personal 

interests; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer  
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
Lord, in this Lent, you invite us to purify 

ourselves in order to celebrate in all 

truth. Help us, like your Son, to crucify 

the flesh with its passions and desires, to 

put off our old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be 

made new in the attitude of your minds. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord and 

our God who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen  

 

  

March 7, 2021 – Third Sunday of Lent 



 
Opening Prayer 

 
Lord, through your Son, hoisted up on the 

cross, you obtained an eternal remedy for our 

sinful humanity. Allow us to look at the cross 

with faith in other to receive your blessings. 

Amen 

 
Gospel: John 3:14-21  
 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted 

up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes 

in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him might not perish 

but might have eternal life. For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world might be saved 

through him. Whoever believes in him will not 

be condemned, but whoever does not believe 

has already been condemned, because he has 

not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God. And this is the verdict, that the light came 

into the world, but people preferred darkness to 

light, because their works were evil. For 

everyone who does wicked things hates the 

light and does not come toward the light, so 

that his works might not be exposed. But 

whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so 

that his works may be clearly seen as done in 

God. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 
 

1. Referring to the bronze snake and Jesus 

who was crucified, can our signs of the 

cross be a guarantee of spiritual 

effectiveness for us? 

2. As Christians we are constantly being 

invited to go from darkness to light. How 

can you, like Nicodemus, in all docility to 

the Holy Spirit, welcome the light of 

Revelation? 

3. Are you aware of any wounds in your life 

that need to be healed by the fire of the 

cross? 

 

 

 

 

Petitions 
 

Lord, by the sin of the first Adam, the human 

has known condemnation, by the new Adam, 

you let us know that there is no condemnation 

for those who are in Jesus Christ. With that 

guarantee, we believe in the abundance of your 

grace; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, you have told Nicodemus, that whoever 

lives by the truth comes into the light. As long 

as the light among us lasts, comes to drive out 

from our hearts every shadow or darkness; we 

pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Lord, your love for the world has been so 

strong, that you gave your only begotten Son. 

Help us to believe in this love, the source of all 

salvation; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 

darkness,” and made his light shine in our 

hearts to show us his glory in the face of Christ. 

May your Word be the lamp that burns and 

gives light in our lives. We ask this in your 

Holy Name.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

March 14, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 



 
Opening Prayer 

 
Lord, the people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; the Greeks were not 

mistaken in their desire to see Jesus. We give 

great thanks for this great opening of your 

salvation to all humanity.  Please open our eyes 

to see this welcoming message. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Gospel: John 12:20-33  
 
Some Greeks who had come to worship at the 

Passover Feast came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we 

would like to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 

Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified.   Amen, 

amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 

wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. 

Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 

hates his life in this world will preserve it for 

eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow 

me, and where I am, there also will my servant 

be. The Father will honor whoever serves me. 

“I am troubled now. Yet what should I say? 

‘Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for 

this purpose that I came to this hour. Father, 

glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 

heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it 

again.” The crowd there heard it and said it was 

thunder; but others said, “An angel has spoken 

to him.” Jesus answered and said, “This voice 

did not come for my sake but for yours. Now is 

the time of judgment on this world; now the 

ruler of this world will be driven out. And 

when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw 

everyone to myself.” He said this indicating the 

kind of death he would die. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 
 

1. Jesus said, “For whoever wants to save 

their life will lose it, but whoever loses 

their life in this world for me will save it.” 

How can you, in this time of Lent, 

undertake to die to yourself? 

 

 
2. Jesus is upset in his soul but in all serenity, 

entrusts himself to the Father. What are 

your options as a Christian in the mist of 

your worries? 

3. Jesus said, “When I am lifted up from the 

earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” 

Have you ever experienced moments of 

great joy or disappointment in your 

Christian life?  

 

Petitions 
 

Father you allow your Son to be known 

through the testimony of your most intimate 

friends, guide us to become true disciples so 

that we can help those who seek Christ to find 

him; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Father, your Son Jesus glorified your 

name by his obedience to your will. Guide us to 

always imitate him in our commitments as 

Christians; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord you ask us to keep ourselves away from 

this world to attach ourselves to you. Give us 

the courage to prioritize you over everything; 

we pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Father, three times Holy, as servant and 

disciple, you give us the rare privilege of being 

there where your Son is. Give us strength and 

fidelity to walk in communion with Him. We 

ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord and our 

God who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 

  

March 21, 2021 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 



 

Opening Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, when the hour had come for you to 

leave this world and go to your Father, you 

loved us to the end. Teach us to love and serve 

others until the end.  Amen. 

 

Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 
 

The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread were to take place in two days’ time. 

So the chief priests and the scribes were 

seeking a way to arrest him by treachery and 

put him to death.  They said, “Not during the 

festival, for fear that there may be a riot among 

the people.” 

When he was in Bethany reclining at table 

in the house of Simon the leper,  a woman came 

with an alabaster jar of perfumed oil. 

She broke the alabaster jar and poured it on his 

head. There were some who were indignant. 

“Why has there been this waste of perf  umed 

oil? It could have been sold for more than three 

hundred days’ wages and the money given to 

the poor.” They were infuriated with her. 

Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you make 

trouble for her? She has done a good thing for 

me. The poor you will always have with you, 

and whenever you wish you can do good to 

them, but you will not always have me. 

She has done what she could. She has 

anticipated anointing my body for burial. 

Amen, I say to you, wherever the gospel is 

proclaimed to the whole world, what she has 

done will be told in memory of her. Then Judas 

Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went off to the 

chief priest to hand him over to them. 

When they heard him they were pleased and 

promised to pay him money. Then he looked 

for an opportunity to hand him over. 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, 

his disciples said to him, “Where do you want 

us to go and prepare for you to eat the 

Passover?” He sent two of his disciples and 

said to them, “Go into the city and a man will 

meet you, carrying a jar of water. Follow him. 

Wherever he enters, say to the master of the 

house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my guest 

room where I may eat the Passover with my  

disciples?” Then he will show you a large 

upper room furnished and ready. Make the 

preparations for us there.” The disciples then 

 

went off, entered the city, and found it just as 

he had told them; and they prepared the 

Passover. 

When it was evening, he came with the 

Twelve. And as they reclined at table and were 

eating, Jesus said, “Amen, I say to you, one of 

you will betray me, one who is eating with 

me.” They began to be distressed and to say to 

him, one by one, “Surely it is not I?” 

He said to them, “One of the Twelve, the one 

who dips with me into the dish. For the Son of 

Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but 

woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 

betrayed. It would be better for that man if he 

had never been born.” 

While  they were eating, he took bread, said the 

blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, 

“Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all 

drank from it. He said to them, “This is my 

blood of the covenant, which will be shed for 

many. Amen I say to you, I shall not drink 

again the fruit of the vine until the day when I 

drink it new in the kingdom of God.” Then, 

after singing a hymn, the  y went out to the 

Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, 

“All of you will have your faith shaken, for it is 

written:  I will strike the shepherd, and the 

sheep will be dispersed. But after I have been 

raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee.” 

Peter said to him, “Even though all should have 

their faith shaken, mine will not be.” 

Then Jesus said to him,  “Amen, I say to you, 

this very night before the cock crows twice you 

will deny me three times.” But he vehemently 

replied, “Even though I should have to die with 

you, I will not deny you.” And they all spoke 

similarly. 

Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, 

 and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 

pray.” He took with him Peter, James, and 

John, and began to be troubled and distressed. 

Then he said to them, “My soul is sorrowful  

March 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 



even to death. Remain here and keep watch.” 

He advanced a little and fell to the ground and 

prayed that if it were possible the hour might 

pass by him; he said, “Abba, Father, all things 

are possible to you. Take this cup away from 

me, but not what I will but what you will.” 

When he returned he found them asleep. 

He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep?” 

Could you not keep watch for one hour? 

Watch and pray that you may not undergo the 

test.  The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.” 

Withdrawing again, he prayed, saying the same 

thing. Then he returned once more and found 

them asleep, for they could not keep their eyes 

open and did not know what to answer him. 

He returned a third time and said to them, “Are 

you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 

enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son of 

Man is to be handed over to sinners. 

Get up, let us go. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

Then, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of 

the Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a crowd 

with swords and clubs who had come from the 

chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.  His 

betrayer had arranged a signal with them, 

saying,  “The man I shall kiss is the one; arrest 

him and lead him away securely.” 

He came and immediately went over to him 

and said, “Rabbi.” And he kissed him. 

At this they laid hands on him and arrested 

him. One of the bystanders drew his sword, 

struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his 

ear. Jesus said to them in reply, “Have you 

come out as against a robber, with swords and 

clubs, to seize me? Day after day I was with 

you teaching in the temple area, yet you did not 

arrest me; but that the Scriptures 

may be fulfilled.” And they all 

left him and fled. 

Now a young man followed him 

wearing nothing but a linen cloth 

about his body. 

They seized him, but he left the 

cloth behind and ran off naked. 

They led Jesus away to the high priest, and all 

the chief priests and the elders and the scribes 

came together. Peter followed him at a distance  

into the high priest’s courtyard and was seated 

with the guards, warming himself at the fire. 

The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept 

trying to obtain testimony against Jesus in order 

to put him to death, but they found none. Many 

gave false witness against him, but their 

testimony did not agree. Some took the stand 

and testified falsely against him, alleging, “We 

heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made 

with hands and within three day I will build 

another not made with hands.’” Even so, their 

testimony did not agree.  The high priest rose 

before the assembly and questioned Jesus, 

saying,  “Have you no answer? What are these 

men testifying against you?” But he was silent 

and answered nothing. Again the high priest 

asked him and said to him, “Are you the Christ, 

the son of the Blessed One?” Then Jesus 

answered, “I am; and you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of the Power and 

coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

At that, the high priest tore his garments and 

said, “What further need have we of witnesses? 

You have heard the blasphemy.  What do you 

think?” They all condemned him as deserving 

to die. Some began to spit on him. They 

blindfolded him and struck him and said to 

him, “Prophesy!” And the guards greeted him 

with blows.  

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of 

the high priest’s maids came along. Seeing 

Peter warming himself, she looked intently at 

him and said, “You too were with the 

Nazerene, Jesus.” But he denied it saying, “I 

neither know nor understand what you are 

talking about.” So he went out into the outer 

court. Then the cock crowed. 

The maid saw him and began again to say to 

the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 

Once again he denied it. A little later the 

bystanders said to Peter once more, “Surely 

you are one of them; for you too are Galilean.”  

He began to curse and to swear, “I do not know 

this man about whom you are talking.” 

And immediately a cock crowed a second time.  

Then Peter remembered the 

words that Jesus had said to 

him, “Before the cock crows 

twice you will deny me three 

times.” He broke down and 

wept.  

As soon as morning came, the 

chief priests with the elders and 

the scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin held a 

council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and 

handed him over to Pilate. 

Pilate questioned him, “Are you the king of the 

Jews?” He said to him in reply, “You say so.” 

The chief priests accused him of many things. 

Again Pilate questioned him, “Have you no 

answer? See how many things they accuse you 

of?” Jesus gave him no further answer, so that 

Pilate was amazed. 

Now on the occasion of the feast he used to 

release  to them one prisoner whom they  



requested. A man called Barabbas was then in 

prison along with the rebels who had 

committed murder in rebellion. The crowd 

came forward and began to ask him to do for 

them as he was accustomed. Pilate answered, 

“Do you want me to release to you the King of 

the Jews?” For he knew that it was out of envy 

that the chief priests had handed him over. 

But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 

have him release Barabbas for them instead. 

Pilate again said to them in reply, “Then what 

do you want me to do with the man you call the 

king of the Jews?” They shouted again, 

“Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Why? 

What evil has he done?” They only shouted the 

louder, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to 

satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them 

and, after he had Jesus scourged, handed him 

over to be crucified. 

 

The soldiers led him away inside the palace, 

that is, the praetorium, and assembled the 

whole cohort. They clothed him in purple and, 

weaving a crown of thorns, placed it on him. 

They began to salute him with, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” and kept striking his head with a 

reed and spitting upon him. They knelt before 

him in homage. And when they had mocked 

him, they stripped him of the purple cloak, 

dressed him in his own clothes, and led him out 

to crucify him. They pressed into service a 

passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming 

in from the country, the father of Alexander 

and Rufus, to carry his cross. 
 

They brought him to the place of Golgotha  

–which is translated Place of the Skull. They 

gave him wine drugged with myrrh, but he did 

not take it. Then they crucified him and divided 

his garments by casting lots for them to see 

what each should take. It was nine o’clock in 

the morning when they crucified him. The 

inscription of the charge against him read, “The 

King of the Jews.”    
 

With him they crucified two revolutionaries, 

one on his right and one on his left. Those 

passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and 

saying,  “Aha! You who would destroy the 

temple and rebuild it in three days, save 

yourself by coming down from the cross.” 
 

Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes, 

mocked him among themselves and said, “He 

saved others; he cannot save himself.  Let the 

Christ, the King of Israel, come down now 

from the cross that we may see and believe.” 

Those who were crucified with him also kept 

abusing him.  
 

At noon darkness came over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon. And at three 

o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, 

Eloi, lema sabachthani?” Which is translated, 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” Some of the bystanders who heard it said, 

“Look, he is calling Elijah.” One of them ran, 

soaked a sponge with wine, put it on a reed and 

gave it to him to drink saying, “Wait, let us see 

if Elijah comes to take him down.” Jesus gave a 

loud cry and breathed his last. 
 

The veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from 

top to bottom. When the centurion who stood 

facing him saw how he breathed his last he 

said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
 

There were also women looking on from a 

distance. Among them were Mary Magdalen, 

Mary the mother of the younger James and 

Joses, and Salome. These women had followed 

him when he was in Galilee and ministered to 

him. There were also many other women who 

had come up with him to Jerusalem. When it 

was already evening, since it was the day of 

preparation, the day before the sabbath, Joseph 

of Arimathea, a distinguished member of the 

council, who was awaiting the kingdom of 

God, came and courageously went to Pilate and 

asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was amazed 

that he was already dead. He summoned the 

centurion and asked him if Jesus had already 

died. And when he learned of it from the 

centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 

Having brought a linen cloth, he took him 

down, wrapped him in the linen cloth, and laid 

him in a tomb that had been hewn out of the 

rock. Then he rolled a stone against the 

entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and 

Mary the mother of Joses watched where he 

was laid.  
 
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reflection Questions 

 

1. Judas did not hold back from the world’s 

wealth to betray Jesus. What are the risks 

you face as a Christian when you choose 

the joys and pleasures of the world instead 

of Jesus? 

2. Jesus, who was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be 

grasped at, but he emptied himself. In what 

ways have you emptied yourself so that He 

may increase, and you may decrease? 

3. What effect does reading the Passion of our 

Lord Jesus Christ have on you? 
 

Petitions 
 

Lord, by your sorrowful Passion, you threw out 

Satan, you set us free from sin, you reconciled 

us with the Father and you obtained forgiveness 

for us; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, through your Passion and your Cross, 

you set us free from sin and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. Teach us to welcome your 

cross as the source from which your blessings 

spring; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord Jesus, through your Passion, cleanse out 

the old leaven, transform us into pure wheat 

and living hosts, pleasing to you; we pray to the 

Lord. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 
Closing Prayer 

Lord, as we commemorate the Passion of your 

Son on this day, the Church accompanies him 

on his triumphal entry into Jerusalem and on 

the road that leads from his agony to his 

entombment. We open our doors to him to 

deepen the mystery of our Redemption so that 

your Church will contemplate and appreciate 

the work of our New Beginning. We ask this of 

you, through your Son, our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Here on the pulse of this new day 
You may have the grace to look up and out 
And into your sister’s eyes, and into 
Your brother’s face, your country 
And say simply 
Very simply 
With hope 
Good morning. 
 

 
(Excerpt from Maya Angelou poem, On the Pulse of Morning) 

 



 

Opening Prayer  
 

My Lord, you have risen from the dead! We 

ask that you fulfill us with all the unconditional 

love that you have. Guide us through the hard 

times and make us feel you, O Lord. We ask 

that you give us the strength to speak freely 

about our faith and be proud, as we are true 

Catholics. In Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

Gospel: John 20:1-9 
 

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala 

came to the tomb earl in the morning, while it 

was still dark, and saw the stone removed from 

the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and 

told them, “They have taken the Lord from the 

tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.”  

So Peter and the other disciples went out and 

came to the tomb. They both ran, but the other 

disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the 

tomb first; he bent down and saw the burial 

cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon 

Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb 

and saw the burial cloths there, and the cloth 

that had covered his head, not with the burial 

cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then 

the other disciple also went in, the one who had 

arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and 

believed. For they did not yet understand the 

Scripture that he had to rise from the dead. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reflection Questions  
 

1. Jesus has risen from the dead! But some of 

the disciples have not yet understood that 

he has risen. Have you ever felt confused in 

your life but felt at peace and happy a little 

after? What was that like? 

2. With things going on in our lives we 

sometimes forget what Jesus has done to 

increase our faith. How do you thank the 

Lord Jesus Christ knowing he has been 

resurrected just for you on this day?  

3. Mary and some of the other disciples never 

lost hope and faith when Jesus had died. 

Name a time you felt your faith going 

away. Did you start believing again? How 

did it affect you? 

 

Petitions 
 

May we all appreciate that the Lord is with us 

in this parish on this Easter Sunday. That the 

Lord will shine through every single one of us, 

not just for today but every day for as long as 

we live; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

This parish is one of the many homes that Jesus 

Christ has come to. May we all witness to the 

life that is here, as Mary of Magdala witnessed; 

we pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Let us pray for the people whose faith in the 

Lord has diminished. May you guide them 

through their worries and make them believe in 

you again; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer  
 

Dear Father, Lord, and Savior, we give you 

thanks for your guidance and your word. We 

too want to be disciples and spread the good 

news. Father, increase our faith in the 

resurrection. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

  

April 4, 2021 – Easter Sunday 



 

Opening Prayer 
 

My Lord and My God, you clearly stated, 

“Peace be with you.” May this peace enkindle 

all humankind and may the Holy Spirit 

empower us with love, peace and faith.  Amen. 
 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in their midst and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.”  When he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side.  The 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you retain are retained.” 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples said to him, “We have seen the 
Lord.”  But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
into the nail marks and put my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.” 
Now a week later his disciples were again 
inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, 
although the doors were locked, and stood in 
their midst and said, “Peace be with you.”  
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands, and bring your hand and put 
it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe.  Thomas answered and said to him, 
“My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, 
“Have you come to believe because you have 
seen me?  Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.” 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of his disciples that are not written in this book.  
But these are written that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, 
and that through this belief you may have life 
in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. How many times have we behaved like the 

skeptic Thomas? Was it due to lack of faith 

or fear? 

2. Have you ever been touched by the Holy 

Spirit?  What did you feel? 

3. What prevents you from spreading the 

Good News? 

 

Petitions 
 

That in times of darkness and doubt, we look 

upon the Holy Spirit to recover the light; we 

pray to the Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

We ask that the Holy Spirit heal our deeply 

broken views of each other as well as our 

deeply broken society; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we may utilize the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

to strengthen our faith and spread the Good 

News.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

God of Life, grant us the 

guidance and power of 

the Holy Spirit so that 

we can be like tongues of 

fire, and that through our 

actions we demonstrate 

love, peace and mercy.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

  

April 11, 2020 –Divine Mercy Sunday 



 

Opening Prayer 

 

Lord we ask you to open our minds as we 

immerse ourselves in your Holy word. We pray 

that you give us understanding and strength 

through the battles we face daily. Even though 

we may not see you, we believe in you and all 

the greatness you have done. Thank you for 

giving us life, forgiving our sins and giving us 

a chance to love you as your mother Mary did.  

Amen. 
 

Gospel: Luke 24:35-48 
 

The two disciples recounted 

what had taken place on the 

way, and how Jesus was 

made known to them in the 

breaking of bread. 

While they were still 

speaking about this, he 

stood in their midst and 

said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” But they were 

startled and terrified and 

thought that they were 

seeing a ghost. Then he 

said to them, “Why are you 

troubled? And why do 

questions arise in your hearts? Look at my 

hands and my feet, that is I myself. Touch me 

and see, because a ghost does not have flesh 

and bones as you can see I have.” And as he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his 

feet. While they were still incredulous for joy 

and were amazed, he asked them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of 

baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them. 

He said to them, “These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the law of 

Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, 

“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer 

and rise from the dead on the third day and that 

repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would 

be preached in his name to all the nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 

of these things.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. Have you ever experienced a time when 

you felt God was not going to forgive you? 

What was that like? 

2. What is a way that you show your love for 

God? 

3. Are praying with and studying the Bible an 

important aspect of your religious life? 

Why or why not? 

 

Petitions 
 

That we may carry ourselves through your 

words and thank you for giving us life every 

day; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That we may make you our priority and know 

that you stand for forgiveness; we pray to the 

Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we may feel worthy of forgiveness in 

spite of our sinfulness; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Lord let us be your disciples and follow your 

ways. Give us faith, and help us know that we 

are capable of change no matter what wrong-

doings we have done. Let us not ignore others 

and instead help those who walk on difficult or 

dangerous paths.  Amen. 

 

 

 

  

April 18, 2021 – Third Sunday of Easter 



 

Opening Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, help us to not only be able to 

hear your word but to also believe in it and to 

understand it. You have done nothing but good 

in our lives. Please help us to follow the way 

and the path that you have created for each and 

every single one of us.  Amen. 
 

 

Gospel: John 10:11-18 

 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. A 

good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. A hired man, who is not a shepherd 

and whose sheep are not his own, sees a 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away, and the wolf catches and scatters 

them. This is because he works for pay and 

has no concern for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd, and I know mine and mine know 

me, just as the Father knows me and I know 

the Father; and I will lay down my life for 

the sheep. I have other sheep that do not 

belong to this fold. These also I must lead, 

and they will hear my voice, and there will 

be one flock, one shepherd. This is why the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my 

life in order to take it up again. No one 

takes it from me, but I lay it down on my 

own.  

I have power to lay it down, and power to 

take it up again. This command I have 

received from my Father.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reflection Questions 

 

1. Do you believe that Jesus Christ would lay 

down his life for you? What might that 

look like? 

2. Have you ever felt abandoned by Jesus and 

surrounded by “wolves”? What was that 

like? 

3. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the 

“Good Shepherd”? What does that mean to 

you? 

 

 

 

Petitions 
 

That we will be able to overcome the social and 

racial injustices in the world; we pray to the 

Lord.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we trust in the Lord to protect us from the 

“wolves” in our lives; we pray to the Lord.  

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

That we will be able to hear the voice of the 

Lord and follow it; we pray to the Lord.   

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

Closing Prayer 
 

Lord, thank you for being the Good Shepherd 

in our lives and always trying your best to keep 

us all safe and on the right path. Please 

continue to guide us and show us the most love 

possible because you know what is best for us.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

April 25, 2021 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 


